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their fituation, efpecially the penguin, 
who certainty cannot fly at all. 

It remains now to confider, what 
becomes of thefe birds, during their 
abfence from the fight of the inhabi- 
tants of thofe iflands: There mutt be 
fome providential means to preferve 
them unfeen, in that part of the world 
where they only appear in the fummer 
months ; for, in the fprinz, they are 
{aid to appear all at once in as great 
numbers, as if they never had been 
abfent. I think the moft rational 
conjecture, for the manner of hiding 
themfelves, and being preferved du- 
ring the long and cold winters of thefe 
climates, is, that there are fub-ma- 
rine caverns in the rocky fhores of 
thofe iflands, the mouths of which ca- 
verns, though under water, may lead 
to hollows, fo rifing within-fide, as to 


afford a convenient dry harbour, fit 
to preferve thefe birds in a kind of 
torpid tate during the winter. The 
fea lying before the mouths of fuch 
caverns, and they having a vaft depth 
of mountain over them, their inward 
capacity mult be defended from any 
rigid cold, which may be a means to 
preferve thefe fowls; and late in 
the {pring, about May, the outward 
warmth of the air, and the returning 
ftrong fun beams on the water, near the 
mouth of the cavern, may, by a {mall 
degree of heat and light, re-animate, as 
it were, thefe animals, and bring them 
from their ftate of forgetfulnefs, by de- 
grees, to the ufe of life and motion, till 
at laft they are emboldened to launch 
forth for another fummer, feek their 
prey in the ocean, ani propagate their 
fpecies on the neighbouring rocks. 
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